
Janet Nevin Biography 
 
Janet Nevin was educated at St Edmund Arrowsmith High School and St John Rigby Sixth 
Form College, both in Wigan, and then at St Edmund Hall, Oxford, where she did a degree in 
English. After completing her PGCE at Oxford, she went on to teach in London 
comprehensive schools for five years before returning northwards and working as Head of 
English and Head of Sixth Form in a large 11-18 before realising that her interest was in the 
older end of the age range and moving to Holy Cross College Bury where she was an English 
teacher, Assistant Principal (Student Services) and Deputy Principal, where she was 
instrumental in the college achieving an Ofsted Outstanding grade. During this time she did 
an MBA, was a part-time Ofsted inspector and did consultancy work for several colleges and 
the Centre for Excellence in Leadership. In April 2008 she completed a doctorate which 
explores the career experiences of women managers in Catholic sixth form colleges, and has 
spoken about her research at several education conferences.  
 
Janet became Principal of Ashton Sixth Form College in April 2007 and went on to lead its 
improvements to becoming a highly successful and expanding SFC, improving pass rates, 
high grades, quality of teaching and learning, outstanding value added, increased 
enrolments, outstanding financial health and successful capital projects, winning BTEC 
College of the Year in 2012, Investors in People Gold Award, expansion of HE provision,  successful 
QAA assessments and AoC Beacon Award in 2016 for Partnerships. She established the A+ Trust in 
2013, a group of six secondary schools and the College which worked together in Tameside 
to improve the quality of education in the borough. The schools improved significantly and 
the Local Authority won the national award of ‘Council of the Year’ in 2016, these 
improvements being a key factor in the award. Janet was Chief Executive of the Trust. 
Having retired from these posts, she is now a director of what has become an Academy 
Trust in Tameside and is a governor and Chair of the Standards Committee at Loreto College 
in Manchester. 
 
She is a committed, practising Catholic and is actively involved in her local parish, reading at 
Mass and a member of the music group, and is a working friend of a Christian Retreat centre 
in Yorkshire. She has walked part of the Camino to Santiago de Compostela twice and hopes 
to do more! 
 
Outside work and since leaving Tameside, Janet has pursued her love of being with family 
and friends, travelling (curbed by Covid and family responsibilities), reading, theatre, music, 
walking and swimming.  
 


