
 

- What you can read:  

‘Criminology’ by Tim Newburn 

‘My Life with Murderers’ by David Wilson  

 

- What you can watch:  

You will never be short of things to watch that can link to the criminology course!  

Below are a few suggestions to get you started:  

o Amanda Knox documentary (there is one on Netflix or a BBC one on YouTube).  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erla7Ley4Tw 

o MinistryofJusticeUK YouTube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/user/MinistryofJusticeUK 

o Shannon Matthews: The Family’s Story 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTBtjxBSMbc 

o Stephen Lawrence: Justice for a murdered son 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFGY7URgPd4 

o 'When they see us' (Netflix)  

o ‘Welcome to HMP Belmarsh with Ross Kemp’ (found on Google) 

o BBC iPlayer has a ‘Crime and Justice Documentaries’ section.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06886ny 

o Any real-life crime documentary on Netflix will have links to the course!  

 

- What you can research: 

The following real-life cases are used throughout the course so researching the key facts and 

events of these will help:  

o The Murder of Meredith Kircher (Amanda Knox) 

o The Stephen Lawrence case 

o The Jeremy Bamber Case  

o The Murder of Sarah Payne 

o The wrongful conviction of Sally Clark 

You can also research:  

o Crime statistics in your local area – which crimes are most common? How does 

this compare to other area’s? (Challenge: why may these statistics be unreliable 

or not accurate?) 

o The Court Structure (Hierarchy) in the UK, including the Supreme Court, Court of 

Appeal, Crown Court and Magistrates Court. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erla7Ley4Tw
https://www.youtube.com/user/MinistryofJusticeUK
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTBtjxBSMbc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFGY7URgPd4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06886ny


- Activities and tasks that you can do:  

Activity/task 

 

How this links to the course 

First, research a crime that is under-

reported in the UK (e.g. domestic violence, 

hate crime) 

 

Then, plan and design a campaign to raise 

awareness of this crime amongst the 

general public.  

You could include; a name for your 

campaign, a slogan/logo, an information 

poster/leaflet including images and 

statistics.  

Unit 1: Changing awareness of crime 

 

A significant part of this Unit requires you 

to plan (e.g. thinking about target audience, 

finances, methods and materials, 

timescales) your own campaign for change.  

 

You need to design and create this 

campaign (e.g. produce a leaflet/poster, 

design a t-shirt or hoodie).  

 

 

Research sociological and psychological 

theories of why people commit crime and 

produce a summary sheet (e.g. a mind map) 

on the key concepts. 

 

Sociological theories include Marxism, 

Functionalism, and Left & Right Realism. 

Psychological theories include Social 

Learning Theory, Psychodynamic Theory 

and Eysenck’s theory of personality. 

Unit 2: Criminological Theories  

 

Unit 2 is all about looking at a range of 

theories that try to explain why people 

commit crime.  

 

We then evaluate these theories by looking 

at their strengths and weaknesses.  

 

 

 

Produce an information guide (e.g. a poster 

or a PowerPoint presentation) on the Crown 

Prosecution Service.  

 

Include:   

When and why it was established 

The role of the CPS (what does it do)  

The Full Code Test 

Unit 3: Crime scene to court room 

 

Unit 3 involves understanding the processes 

involved in prosecuting suspects (including 

the role of the CPS) 

 

 

 

Write a side A4 that evaluates the success 

of the prison service in the UK.  

 

Look for statistics on the effectiveness of 

prison (e.g. reoffending rates, rehabilitation 

programmes)  

 

Reach a conclusion. Based on the evidence 

you have collected – does prison work?? 

Unit 4: Crime and punishment  

 

 

Unit 4 involves looking at how society tries 

to maintain social control (by this we mean, 

prevent people breaking the law and 

maintaining law and order).  

 

A key element of this is the prison service.  

 

 


