
 

Media Studies Frequently 

Asked Questions  
 

The majority of FAQs are answered in the course leaflet but here is some extra information –  

I have not studied Media at GCSE can I still study it at A Level?  
Yes, certainly, there is no requirement to have studied Media before, we will teach you all the skills, knowledge and 
terminology you will need to complete the course.  
What are some of the key topics I would cover?  
Advertising, Film Distribution, Newspapers, TV, Music Videos, Magazines, Radio, Video Games and Online Media. 
What are the learning styles like within this subject?  
This is a discursive, analytical subject. There will be extensive reading, classroom delivery, independent learning and 
class discussion. Success depends on good writing skills, the confidence to engage and discuss and the intellectual 
self-discipline to create a strong evidence base to support your views. Students will write essays and make extensive 
notes to form the basis for their eventual revision.  
How will I be assessed?  
The course is assessed by two major exams at the end of the second year. That amounts to 70% of your assessment. 
The other 30% is delivered via major coursework projects conducted towards the end of the first year and concluded 
early in the second year.  
What support can I access if I am struggling?  
Students have access to the full range of subject resources which are available to all via TEAMS and Connect. Staff 
within the subject area are happy to provide full professional academic and/or technical support to students to assist 
in terms of their studies and wellbeing. The subject will ensure that all statemented learning needs are catered for as 
needed. There are extensive subject specific resources available in the college library and via department 
subscriptions. 
Are there any subject specific entry requirements?  
Yes, please refer to the prospectus here for general college and subject specific entry requirements. Minimum of 
Grade 5 in English Language and an interest in using IT to support your coursework. 
Are there normally any trips that I can go on?  
Yes. The subject area runs Media/Film Themed Trips to New York. There are also progression-based trips to local 
Universities such as LJMU and Hope. 
What other subjects go with Media Studies A Level?  
It sits well alongside Arts based subjects, Graphics and Photography are especially useful to develop skills for NEA, 
English and essay-based subjects are also relevant as Paper 2 is an essay based exam, Business, Performing Arts, 
Social Sciences (Politics/Criminology/Sociology/Psychology) and PE are also popular choices.  
What skills will I develop whilst studying Media Studies A Level?  
You will develop a wide range of skills, the ability to analyse media products and apply media theories to write short 
succinct answers as well as more in-depth essay based responses. You will also develop a range of practical skills to 
enable you to design print, e-media and video based products.  
What courses at University can I study with Media Studies A Level?  
There are a range of Media/Film/Communications based courses that focus on theoretical aspects of media and or 
practical aspects or a combination of both.  
What careers can I access with Media Studies A Level?  
There are many different careers you can access with Media Studies in your portfolio, these can include PR, 
Journalism, working in Media industries. Previous students have accessed a range of careers including Product 
Manager for MCFC, Sky camera operator, Journalist with BBC, production team for Coronation Street and Hollyoaks. 
One of the key things to bear in mind is that you need to acquire skills for jobs that may not even exist now and 
Media Studies A Level enables you to develop a wide range of skills that are transferable to a wide range of jobs and 
careers in the future. 


