
           Film Studies Frequently Asked Questions 

 

The majority of FAQs are answered in the course leaflet but here is some extra information -   

 
What do you do in Film Studies?  
You study filmmaking techniques and develop your knowledge and understanding of the world of film through 
study of a number of set film titles and coursework. It is literally ‘studying films’. You learn how to approach them 
from a range of different angles-as an art form, as industrial product, as historical document, as a reflection of 
their time and place of production, as an ‘effect’ on those who watch them, as story, as technology. Alongside this 
we develop knowledge, understanding and skills in writing about films, and writing and creating film products.   
 
Is there practical work involved?  
Yes. The coursework options are to make either a five-minute film, or a screenplay for a short film with an 
accompanying photographed storyboard sequence. 
 
Do I have to write essays?  
Yes. The course is assessed via both essay-based exams and coursework. You will develop and practise high-level 
essay writing skills as the course progresses.  

 
Do I have to buy anything?  
Having access to the films you will study is useful, but not compulsory. You do not need to own any film making 
hardware or software, but if you do this is fine.  

 
Which films do you study on the course?  
We study a selection of films under the topics of ‘Hollywood 1930-1990’, ‘US Film Since 2005’, ‘British Film Since 
1995’, ‘Global Film’, ‘Documentary Film’, ‘Silent Film’, ‘Experimental Film’, ‘Short Films’   

 
What GCSE grades do I need?  
Because of the volume of written work involved we usually ask for a Grade 5 GCSE in English Language. However, 
if you are able to sufficiently evidence your writing skills through another subject, then this may be negotiable!  

 
Do I need to own a camera?  
No. The Film & Media departments have a large stock of equipment that is available for students to borrow for 
use in practical work. This includes camera, tripods, dollies, lights, green screen, microphones.   

 
What types of extra-curricular activities are available?  
We have a number of trips and visits each year.  We also host visiting speakers, industry professionals, and former 
students. Students often also undertake their own projects, some of which are entered for competitions.   

 
What ‘use’ is A Level Film Studies? 
The subject develops your skills in written and visual communication, as well as analysis, evaluation and creativity, 
and the ability to use a range of technologies. Teamwork, presentation, time management are also useful skills 
that help our students prepare for the next step-this is often a degree or vocational pathway into the creative 
industries.  

 
Which other subjects do students do alongside Film Studies?  
Students often combine their study of Film to complement other creative subjects they have chosen. For 
example, this year we have several who also study BTEC Performing Arts (Theatre) and Media Studies A-Level.  
Art subjects such as Photography are also popular with Film Studies students, as are English, History and Politics 
A-Levels, where once again there are some overlaps.   

  



What facilities do you have? 
Film Studies lessons are taught in a dedicated classroom, or in our computer room, where  PCs are installed with 
relevant software for completion of practical coursework. The latest Adobe suite includes video editing software 
such as Premiere and After-Effects, as well as Photoshop for the manipulation of still shots. Film screenings also 
take place in our Viewing Room, which reproduces the feel of a small cinema. In addition, students can print and 
scan work in high quality, as well as borrow a wide range of cameras, tripods, dollies, and other equipment from 
the department. Students can also access loan copies of the films studied, as well as a wide range of other 
materials. 

 
Do I need to buy a course textbook?   
No, there isn’t a set course book that we use as part of the course. However, the following books are very useful and created 
specifically for the EDUQAS specification:  
• WJEC EDUQAS Film Studies for A Level & AS Student Book (Paperback) by Lisa Wardle, Ellen Cheshire, Mark Ramey, 

Jenny Stewart   
• WJEC EDUQAS Film Studies for A Level & AS Revision Guide by Jenny Stewart (Paperback)  (published 18 Mar. 2020)   
A-Level Film Studies: The Essential Introduction (Essentials) by Sarah Casey Benyahia, John White, Freddie Gaffney  
(Paperback)  (published 13 Feb. 2020 
 
What type of person would Film Studies appeal to? 
Definitely someone who is a keen film fan, and is prepared to broaden their horizons in the type of films they watch. A-Level 
Film Studies will appeal to people who are not only interested in watching films, but also in analysing them. You will learn 
more about the film industry and will develop your own film-related creative and practical skills. 

 
What teaching methods are used? 
You will view and analyse film extracts throughout the course, learning the skills of analysis and evaluation and applying 
these skills in both classwork and written work. Sometimes you will work independently, at others in small groups. You will 
be expected to work outside of the classroom, for example when completing coursework, carrying out research tasks, or 
planning an essay.  
 
What is the atmosphere like in Film Studies? 
You will make new friends, as film students always like to talk to one another about films and film making. Film students are 
a friendly bunch and form a cohesive group early on in the course. This is beneficial to their work as we often work in 
groups, and students learn that film making is a collaborative effort 

 
 

FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME IF YOU HAVE ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS!  

paulm@carmel.ac.uk  

01744 452200 (ext 2275) 
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