
 

 
 
 
 
 

Carmel Principal’s Update - Friday 25th September  

It was great to speak to many of our new parents at our virtual welcome event on Wednesday night.  
The was excellent feedback from many of you and wonderful to hear how your sons and daughters 
were enjoying college. There is now a recording of the session and a copy of the presentation 
available on Parent Connect site – Upper 6th parents are also welcome to have a watch as much will 
also be relevant to yourselves.  

We are hoping to run similar events next month for Foundation Learning parents and Upper 6th 
parents and will get the times and dates out to you next week. We are also planning to hold another 
Zoom event for Lower 6th parents after half term to look specifically at how we assess and track the 
progress of students at Carmel.  

We are also offering virtual sessions with Elevate Education, who we work in partnership with. Based 
in Warrington they are a company that specialise in helping young people develop effective study 
skills. They have already run sessions for some Upper 6th students and parents. 

On Tuesday 29th September at 6:30 pm they are carrying out another session focussed on (but not 
exclusively) Lower 6th parents – this will look at sixth study skills and how to support your child at 
sixth form.   

The link to register for next Tuesday’s session is as follows: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82322059730 

You can also access some of their other workshop sessions here   
https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register/ 

Throughout the year Elevate will be offering a range of other workshops for both students and 
parents and we will keep you informed of the ongoing programme. You can read more about them 
here https://uk.elevateeducation.com/about. We have also worked closely with Vespa Mindset UK 
(https://www.vespamindset.com/the-vespa-story) for many years and they will be providing 
students with additional sessions over this year. 

We continue to monitor the Covid management of the college campus and the impact of the new 
timetable.  Again, I would like to reiterate that students only need to be in college for their lessons, 
arranged meetings or self-study.  At other times they are free to leave the site and/or travel home. 
We have made 270 study spaces available in each block and the majority of these are walk up. We 
have had no significant increase in terms of positive Covid test results; a small number of staff and 
students are currently self-isolating. In the small number of positive cases we have been able to 
inform all those directly affected in around 30 minutes from being informed of a positive result.   

https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=zoom.us&u=aHR0cHM6Ly91czAyd2ViLnpvb20udXMvai84MjMyMjA1OTczMA==&e=a2F0aEBjYXJtZWwuYWMudWs=&t=OXNIelU2MURNU2dYNy9iazBuWWtiSHhMZG9GZlQ0RW9OWUlTVTBYdExhQT0=&h=29b4116ed3ac469f8220759c628cdf5c
https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register/
https://uk.elevateeducation.com/about
https://www.vespamindset.com/the-vespa-story


 

 
 
 
 
 

I would like to thank the small number of families that have been affected for their support and 
understanding. Despite the new Covid restrictions that came into force this week we have no plans 
to change the current operation of the college, so we are planning to remain business as usual at 
least up until the October half term (college closes at 4pm on the 23rd October). 

A couple of final points:   

We continue to have all windows open throughout college to maximise ventilation and with the 
slight autumnal change this week it is noticeable cooler in college, we are allowing students to wear 
coats etc in lessons to manage this.  

We are also being encouraged to point FE students to the new NHS Track and Trace app. I have 
added the details at the end of this update and also the Carmel QR code which allows people to 
‘check in’ when they arrive at Carmel.  I have also included a little information about how the app 
decides if an alert is sent. 

We continue to monitor and report any issues with the buses - again the college specific buses are 
working well.  We have agreed with the providers that face coverings are mandatory on these 
journeys and I am really pleased to report that we have fantastic compliance from the students re 
wearing face coverings while travelling.  Unfortunately, a number of our Warrington students were 
held up on Wednesday with the closure of the M62; when this happens the coach companies do 
communicate with college and we ensure all teachers are aware of the issue and ask them to 
support any affected students appropriately. 

A number of you have raised concerns about some of the public services especially at the start and 
end of the day – specifically the no 10 buses. We have been in touch with Arriva and this is a 
summary of the discussion:  

You explained that there are staff/driver shortages as well as a shortage of vehicles – hence the 
S10 service being outsourced to another operator (Stagecoach). You explained that the 10 & 10a 
services have a lighting/tap button to enable drivers to record commuters getting on the bus so 
that they know when it is at capacity (currently 50%). However, you do not hold any ticket data for 
Stagecoach and you will request this from Merseytravel bus development team. On checking, you 
did confirm there were occasions on the 10 series of buses running at capacity from your data. 

At the moment the S10 is arriving at college at approx. 3pm – which isn’t really a viable time for 
most students. The college would like yourselves/Merseytravel to consider putting a service on 
from Carmel at 2pm and 4.30pm to hopefully alleviate the capacity issues discussed in detail in the 
student email we have received.   

We will continue communicate regularly with all our travel providers. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Our caterers, Caterlink have special offers on their app so we are encouraging students to download 
this: 

 

Carmel Applications for entry to Year 12 in September 2021 start from the 1st October and we are 
also launching our Virtual Open Event on that date as well.  if you have family or friends that may be 
considering Carmel for their next adventure post 16 – please direct them to the college website for 
more information. Our new Carmel prospectus can be download https://www.carmel.ac.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/2021-Carmel-College-Prospectus.pdf  -  Upper 6th parents may see some 
familiar faces on the pages!   

Have a good weekend  

Mike Hill 
Principal 
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