
Course Overview
The Creative and Performing Arts with Foundation Year degree gives 
you the opportunity to study across a range of disciplines including 
dance, drama, music, and fine and applied arts. It is a mixture of critical 
studies and creative practice, giving you the chance to develop your own 
performance, underpinned by the academic discipline of creative and 
critical thinking. The Foundation Year is a great opportunity if you have 
the ability and enthusiasm to study for a degree, but do not yet have 
the qualification level required to enter directly onto our Creative and 
Performing Arts degree.

Based initially at Carmel College and later at the University’s Creative 
Campus, you will work alongside academics and practitioners from across the 
creative and performing arts sector. Most of all, you will engage with creative 
performance practices across disciplines including Dance and Movement, 
Drama and Performance, and Music and Sound, according to your personal 
strengths.

This degree is ideal if your talents extend across several art forms and you
are interested in exploring and developing your capacities in a range of
interdisciplinary and vocational contexts. It brings together contemporary
performance practices, dance, music, drama, and applied theatre and, apart 
from challenging you physically and intellectually, it is designed to develop 
critical debate and innovative practice, creativity and imagination, vision and 
knowledge.

Fees and 
Additional Costs
For the Foundation Year element 
of your degree, fees for 2018/19 
will be £6,250.

For the remaining 3 years of your 
degree, taught at Liverpool Hope 
University, you will be charged the 
full Undergraduate fee each year.

As well as tuition fees, you may be 
expected to pay for any field trips 
that are a part of your degree. You 
will be told of any costs in plenty of 
time.

You will also need to consider the 
cost of your accommodation/
travel each year whilst you study at 
university.

Visit our accommodation webpages 
for further details about our Halls  
of Residence:  
www.hope.ac.uk/halls
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Year One
In this foundation year, you will study 
within the University Centre at Carmel 
College. In addition to studying 
Movement, Drama & Performance and 
Music & Sound, you will also study Art 
& Design.

Teaching entails core lectures, practical 
seminars and tutorials. The emphasis 
of this year is to introduce you to 
the full range of the creative and 
performing arts and for you to begin 
to develop a style of practice that 
borrows from multiple disciplines.

You will be assessed throughout your 
year of study with a healthy mix of 
practical and coursework assessments. 
All of this will build towards a final year 
project of your devising.

Year Two
In your second year, you will study 
dance and movement, drama and 
performance, and music and sound 
in isolation, gaining confidence in 
both theory and practice to develop 
an appreciation of the conceptual 
framework in which each exists.

Weekly lectures provide you with 
a grounding in the principles and 
practitioners of the creative and 
performing arts, whilst weekly 
seminars allow you to explore ideas 
discussed in the lectures.
 
In small groups, you will have a weekly 
tutorial developing the themes of 
the lecture series and deepening 
your conceptual understanding of 
the various philosophical contexts in 
which the creative and performing arts 
function.

 

Year Three
Your third year of study has an 
emphasis on the critical study of the 
relationship between the creative 
and performing arts. You can choose 
which two disciplines to focus on for 
the remainder of your degree, creating 
work that combines the different 
qualities of both.

Weekly lectures and a weekly tutorial 
in which you are introduced to a 
select range of critical frameworks in 
your chosen two disciplines and are 
assessed on your ability to apply these 
to your own practice.

You will take part in four practical 
assessments divided between two 
themed ‘Project Weeks’ which are 
devised from your practical seminars.

Year Four
In your final year, the emphasis will 
be on you developing research-
informed practice of a professional 
standard. Here you will draw together 
your knowledge and skills acquired 
throughout the degree to develop your 
own signature practice.

You can choose to specialise in 
performance, curation or professional 
placement, supported by the practical 
seminars and tutorials. You will also 
complete a dissertation of your own 
devising, with supervision from a 
member of staff.

COURSE 
STRUCTURE 
Teaching on this degree is 
structured into lectures, seminars 
and tutorials. Theories are taught 
in lectures, whilst skills are taught, 
brought into use and developed 
in the smaller, supportive 
environments of the seminars and 
tutorials. 

Your first year of study will be 
spent at our partner institution 
Carmel College, and you have 
approximately 15 teaching hours 
each week. For your second, 
third and fourth years, you will be 
taught at our Creative Campus 
and will have approximately 12 
teaching hours per week in your 
second year, which decreases to 
approximately 10 teaching hours 
in your third and fourth years.
On top of teaching hours, you will 
be expected to spend a number 
of hours studying independently 
each week, as well as working in 
groups to prepare for any group 
assessments you may have.

ASSESSMENT 
AND FEEDBACK
During your degree, there are a 
variety of assessments. At the 
end of your Foundation Year, 
you will complete a project of 
your devising. In your second, 
third and fourth years, there are 
performance exams, essays, 
portfolio of coursework, a 
dissertation and a conference-
style presentation of research. 

You will be given written feedback 
on your assessments, and you will 
have the opportunity to discuss 
this with your tutor in more detail.
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